NEWS RELEASE

July 7, 2010

Secret beans take center stage during 72nd Annual Bean Hole Days

Quirky event will attract more than 3,000 people to sample free beans 
PEQUOT LAKES, Minn. – Nobody celebrates the bean like Pequot Lakes. One of the community’s most popular and longstanding annual events is Bean Hole Days, scheduled for July 13-14, with the famous beans being served at noon July 14.

More than 3,000 people will stand in line for a chance to sample the prized beans after they’ve cooked in giant cast iron pots underground for about 18 hours. Don’t bother asking for the recipe, though. It’s been a well-protected secret for 72 years. 

Prior to feeding the loveable legumes to visitors, bean royalty is crowned. The coronation could be for a king or a queen or a king AND queen. Or, like last year, it could be for two queens. Regardless, Pequot Lakes recognizes one or two individuals who have volunteered during Bean Hole Days and other community events. Not only are they honored right before the beans are served, but they also get to be first in line. 

In addition to receiving a bowl of the “musical fruit,” visitors also get a bun and beverage – for free. Always has been free, always will be, thanks to the annual support of local businesses. One of the largest donations comes from Central Bean Company of Quincy, Wash., which has donated about 500 pounds of navy beans each year for the last 15 years.
Bean Hole Days is held in Trailside Park. A craft fair is scheduled for 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. July 14. Coronation starts at 11:15 a.m., followed by the ceremonious “raising of the beans” at 11:30 a.m. and then the beans are served at noon. A Paddle Hunt to search for the “Bean Hole Days Stirring Paddle” starts Monday with daily clues through Wednesday. Clues are available at the Pequot Lakes Welcome Center and online at www.pequotlakes.com.
Bean Hole Days has generated quite a following. Multi-generational families have been returning for decades, and many others plan their vacations, reunions and even weddings around the fascinating feed. The Bean Hole Days T-shirts (a different color each year) have become collectables. 
The event dates back to 1938, when a group of Pequot Lakes businessmen prepared a bean feed to thank area farmers for supporting their businesses. The beans were prepared under the direction of Doug Robideaux, a former logging camp cook, who mixed the beans in a cast iron pot and lowered into a hole where fires had burned to heat up rocks. About 500 people were served beans that day, and a wacky tradition was born.
The tradition hasn’t changed much over the years, except for the scope of the event. Instead of one pot, there are now five, which are lifted out of the hole with the use of a backhoe. This year, visitors can purchase a commemorative “green bean bowl” for $5. It’s one way event organizers are trying to reduce waste and encourage visitors to re-use their bowl each year.
“Bean Hole Days goes on rain or shine,” Tourism Director Gretchen Ennis said. “But even if it rains, there’s a long line of die-hard bean fans who show up just as they have for many years – because they LOVE the beans. Those beans have developed a cult-like following over the years, which is a lot of fun for everyone and a great way to celebrate a longstanding tradition.”
A comprehensive list of activities and events is available by visiting the Brainerd Lakes Chamber Web site. Lodging and golf specials and packages are available on the property’s or golf course’s individual Web site; some are featured on the chamber’s Web site as well. The Brainerd Lakes Chamber is an excellent resource for planning a family vacation, group tour or area adventure. Contact the Chamber first at 1-800-450-2838 or www.explorebrainerdlakes.com. 
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Note: Contact PR Coordinator Geoff Gorvin at 218-821-9513 or 218-829-2838 for more information or photos.
