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Buy Brainerd! 
Unique gifts, products that are locally produced await Lakes Area visitors before the holiday season
BRAINERD, Minn. – While winter brings with it exciting activities and events for those visiting the Brainerd Lakes Area, it also highlights some of the unique and interesting products that are made here.

With the holiday season quickly approaching, the Lakes Area has become an excellent place to look for gift-giving ideas, especially those that have a northwoods flavor and can remind gift recipient of this popular vacation destination. Many of these items are distributed and sold nationwide.

“The Brainerd Lakes Area is known for a lot of great things, one of which is shopping,” Tourism Director Gretchen Ennis said. “But what many visitors don’t realize is that we have a collection of businesses that produce some really interesting and popular products, most of which are great gift ideas for the holiday.”

The following is a list of local businesses – all of which are locally owned and operated – and the products that they produce and sell in the Brainerd Lakes Area. 

Lonesome Cottage Furniture Company is one of the largest manufacturers of rustic furniture in the country. A family business for 12 years, Lonesome Cottage’s furniture and furnishings are all handcrafted from northern white cedar, hickory, juniper and reclaimed oak barn wood. They even make pool tables.

Family-owned Brambleberry Farm grows or picks wild nearly all the berries that go into their jams and jellies. They also make syrup, salsa and honey. No preservatives are used. Brambleberry now produces more than 20,000 jars of products each year. 

A & J’s Up North Buffalo Ranch features a herd of about 300 buffalo. The local owners sell buffalo meat products and gift items.  
Crow Wing Kayaks manufactures some of the most stable kayaks on the market. Most models are designed specifically for hunting and fishing, but all can be used recreationally.  

Family-owned All Things Herbal makes natural soaps using the time-honored method of cold process soap making, which uses plant-based oils such as coconut, olive, palm kernal, rice bran and soybean oils. The company has an on-site herbal garden with lavender, mints, sages, dried herbs and ground spices, which it uses in its products. 

Kendall Candles produces handmade candles, selling and shipping them nationwide. The company has more than 500 different candle designs and 70 different fragrances. Tours of the facility and candle-making process are available.

Christmas Point Wild Rice Company has been a family-owned business for nearly 30 years. It sells wild rice and products from wild rice that is hand picked and cultivated from this area. Christmas Point got its start just selling wild rice but now has a 26,000-square-foot store in Baxter that features gifts, furniture, clothing and more. A second store is in Walker.
Montana Furniture Traders features unique hand-made furniture, much of which is designed and crafted from materials such as wine barrels, reclaimed copper, fence posts, antique barbed wire, barn wood, detailed cornice and juniper wood that’s hundreds of years old.  The store also includes furniture, artwork and home furnishings that are made in other parts of the country.

Mary Etta Pies now features 51 different varieties of pies. The company was started nearly 10 years ago by Mary Etta Durham, who was working as a local school cook before making pies full time. The company sold 26,000 pies last year. 

Healing Hemp is a family-owned business that uses hemp oil to produce a variety of products such as lotions, body wash, soap, after bath oils, massage oil and the essential oil blends used in aromatherapy.
In addition to shopping for the holidays, Brainerd Lakes Area visitors this winter also will find great seasonal lodging specials, welcoming spa services, community festivals and a myriad of outdoor recreational opportunities like snowmobiling, cross-country skiing, ice fishing, snowshoeing and horseback riding. Below are some of the Brainerd Lakes Area’s winter events and activities:

• Nisswa City of Lights – Holiday Lighting Event – Starts at 5 p.m. Nov. 27 in downtown Nisswa, which kicks off the holiday season with a countdown to lighting up the whole city. Horse-drawn wagon rides, storytelling, food merchants and more.  
• World Famous Fish House Parade – Starts at 1 p.m. Nov. 27 in downtown Aitkin. You’ll never see anything like this again. It’s a parade of ice fishing houses that are decorated in a wacky and outrageous manner, with owners who dress up just as wacky. Always a popular event for thousands of visitors.  
• Ice Fest at Breezy Point – Jan. 8-9 at Breezy Point Resort. Breezy Point celebrates winter like no other, featuring the annual Power Ice Auger World Championships, snowmobile radar runs, snow sculpture contest, helicopter rides, bonfires, horse-drawn sleigh rides, fireworks, live music and more.

• 16th Annual Antique Snowmobile Rendezvous – Jan. 22-24 at Trailside Park in Pequot Lakes. Dozens of antique and classic snowmobiles are on display. The event includes trail rides, “racing,” obstacle course, vintage snowmobile show, dinner and awards ceremony.

• 20th Annual Brainerd Jaycees $150,000 Ice Fishing Extravaganza – Noon-3 p.m. Jan. 23 on Gull Lake. More than 10,000 people compete in the annual extravaganza, which features $150,000 in prizes, including a new Ford F-150, ATVs, fishing equipment and more. It’s billed as the largest ice fishing contest in the world and raises about $200,000 for local charities.

A comprehensive list of activities and events is available by visiting the Brainerd Lakes Chamber Web site. Lodging specials and packages are available on the property’s individual Web site; some are featured on the chamber’s Web site as well. The Brainerd Lakes Chamber is an excellent resource for planning a family vacation, group tour or area adventure. Contact the Chamber first at 1-800-450-2838 or www.explorebrainerdlakes.com. 
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Note: Contact PR Coordinator Geoff Gorvin at 218-821-9513 or 218-829-2838 for more information or photos.
